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PEDAGOGICAL SECTION 

Bulletin n. September, 1917. 

Devoted to the Interests of the Teaching of Scandioavian Languages in America. 



THE PEDAGOGICAL SECTION— AN EDITORIAL 

Beginning with Vol. IV, 1, and the present number, each 
issue of this pubUcation will contain a special section devoted 
to matters that bear on the teaching of Scandinavian in this 
country. Attention will be given to pedagogical aspects of 
Scandinavian instruction in the various types of schools — high 
schools, colleges, and other institutions. While this material 
will be of especial value to those of our readers who are engaged in 
teaching Scandinavian, others will, it is hoped, find among it 
much that is of interest. 

The materials of the new department will be divided into the 
following groups: (1) articles, (2) reviews of text-books and of 
works dealing with language pedagogy, (3) notes on recent and 
forthcoming text-books and on pedagogical publications, includ- 
ing contributions in the periodicals, (4) news notes. Consequently, 
articles dealing with the teaching of Scandinavian, reviews of 
text-books, and notes and announcements of text-books will no 
longer be found in the other section of our publication. 

It is hoped that articles by our readers will be forthcoming 
along the following lines — to mention only the most evident 
possibilities: (1) The making of text-books, in the interest of 
better books as well as of uniformity. Lists of which types of 
books are needed, and especially lists of texts suitable for editing. 
(2) Bibliographies along various lines (literature, language, his- 
tory, life, etc.) for each of the languages, which would be of value 
to the general reader as much as to the teacher. Also special 
bibliographies of works in English that deal with different phases 
of Scandinavian life and letters. Lists of the available transla- 
tions in the domain of literature. Lists of books suitable for 
high school (and other) libraries. (3) Outlines of courses of study 
along various lines, useful for the general reader, for the further 
development of the teacher, and as models for new courses. A- 
mong these, outlines of courses of study of the literature in trans- 
lation. (4) Grammatical and literary studies that bear primarily 
on the presentation of these subjects in the class-room, e.g., the 
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relation between the teaching of the spoken and the written 
form of a language, what shall be adopted as a standard of pro- 
nunciation in the different languages, studies modifying or cor- 
recting statements made in our text-books, and, in general, studies 
that further the interpretation of Scandinavian from the view- 
point of the American student. (5) Collections of notes, espe- 
cially on literary works, which it may not be possible or desirable 
to publish in book form (for instance, as text-editions); these 
would be useful for teaching as well as for self-study. (6) Methods 
of teaching and general modern foreign language pedagogy along 
various lines. Teaching devices and helps. A study of what is 
the proper preparation for teachers of Scandinavian. A study 
of examinations required of high school teachers of Scandinavian. 
(7) Outlines of a good high school course of study for two, three, 
and four years, together with lists of all text-books available for 
use in the different years and semesters of such a course, for each 
language. Outlines of corresponding courses in colleges. (8) 
Status of Scandinavian as a modern language study. College 
entrance credit in Scandinavian. The place of Scandinavian 
among modern languages required for graduation from college. 
Similar matters touching upon the recognition of Scandinavian 
within the high school. (9) Reports about, and studies based 
on, the extent of instruction in Scandinavian in this country in 
different types of schools. To what extent is Scandinavian studied 
by non-Scandinavians? By Scandinavians who know nothing 
of the language? To what extent do pupils speaking Swedish 
study Norwegian (in place of their language, or in addition to 
it) and vice versa? What is the average high school language 
course of our students who study Scandinavian? (10) Com- 
parative studies of what Scandinavian courses are offered 
in colleges; for example, which schools offer courses on Ibsen in 
(a) original, (b) German translation, (c) English translation? 
To what extent is Ibsen studied in connection with courses on 
other literary subjects in other departments? What are the 
prerequisites for Ibsen courses of the various types mentioned? 
The enrollment? What is the nature of the Ibsen comrses given 
in different schools? How many hours per week? Does the 
course give credit toward the major when given in non-Scan- 
dinavian departments? A study of the teaching of Scandinavian 
in our Scandinavian-American colleges and academies; the same 
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for our theological schools. (11) What can be done in the various 
types of schools, and in connection with them, to arouse greater 
interest in the study of Scandinavian on the part of (a) Scan- 
dinavians, (b) non-Scandinavians? A study of Scandinavian 
clubs in our schools, literary and social. Presentation of plays, 
lists of good plays, and other related matters. Other enter- 
tainments. Public lectures in connection with schools. 

Among the reviews, all text-books for the study of Scandi- 
navian in American schools will be given attention. These books 
will be reviewed critically in such a way as best to (a) acquaint 
the teacher and other readers with the nature of the new books, 
and with their quality, (b) advance the quality of our text-books, 
whether in the way of encouraging a revised edition or of giving 
suggestions to others who may be preparing text-books or who 
may be contemplating the preparation of text-books, (c) point 
out errors and make constructive suggestions, thus advancing 
the knowledge on the subjects in question. 

The collection of notes on pubUcations will aim to be as nearly 
complete as possible. It is especially important that authors 
contemplating the preparation of new text-books should send 
this information to the undersigned as early as possible after the 
plans for the work have been made. By timely announcements 
of such plans, dupUcation will be avoided, not to mention other 
advantages. Among the notes on pubUcations will be found much 
editorial comment on the teaching of Scandinavian, etc., that will 
in many instances be of the nature of the materials in the articles. 

It is hoped that the department of news notes will prove useful 
as well as interesting. In these notes, teachers can learn how 
things are done elsewhere, and in many instances new ideas will 
result. The group of news notes in Vol. IV, 1, and in the present 
number, does not exhaust all possible types of items. It will 
be clear to our readers that the maintenance of these notes depends 
entirely on their own active and prompt co-operation, especially, 
though not exclusively, on the co-operation of the teachers. Prac- 
tically all news notes will have to be sent in to the undersigned 
from readers, unsolicited. Readers are urged not to hesitate 
to make known what they themselves are doing as well as what 
they know about others. 

The field that the pedagogical section of this journal plans 
to cover is practically a new one. While, therefore, the begin- 
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nings will have to be very modest, there is a splendid opportunity 
for progress. The subjects that will be dealt with are of the most 
vital importance to all of our teachers, both in colleges and in 
high schools. It is hoped, therefore, that this work will enjoy 
the active and determined support of all concerned. We need, 
above all, an abundance of good material in the form of articles, 
studies, and reports, whether of fair length or very brief. It is 
particularly to be hoped that high school teachers will give the 
pedagogical side of Scandinavian teaching their earnest thought, 
and that they will become productive in the writing of contribu- 
tions along this line. For teachers in colleges there is equally 
much to do. An abundance of short practical papers should 
prove stimulating and valuable. 

For the pedagogical section of this journal, the Associate 
Editor (A. Louis Ehnquist, 623 Cook St., Evanston, Illinois) 
bears full editorial responsibiUty; to him all materials intended 
for this section should be addressed. 

A. L. E. 



